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Technology Studies: An Overview of Cultural and Social Theories
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Abstract

Technology is an integral part of our lives today. Man’s life in this situation depends
on his cultural analysis of the phenomenon, and this analysis arises from the cultural
understanding of technology. This phenomenon has been studied and theorized from
different philosophical, social and cultural perspectives in the last century. The
present text is an overview of important discourses and theories and influential
currents in this field. Critique of the discourse of determinism and reflection on its
dimensions constitute the first part of the text, and by reviewing the discourse of
constructivism, we will examine the opposite view of determinism. We will then
look at social networks and network technologies from the perspective of
disembodiment and incarnation as the anthropology of technology. We will then
present the well-known and interdisciplinary theory of the network of actors as the
phenomenology of new technology, and finally review Feinberg’s critical theories as
a philosophical critique of the nature of technology.

After each chapter, an attempt has been made to reflect on the issues from a practical
point of view and from a local point of view-

Keywords: Sociology of technology, Technology Culture, Constructivism,
Disembodiment, Network of Actors.
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Abstract

The concept of technology is changing from technology with limited context to technology
with broad context and from hard technology to soft technology. In the light of understanding
technology as a workable knowledge system, it can be said that it creates different types of
knowledge, basis and context for different types of soft technology. Soft technology research
can be embedded in different cultural systems and promote sustainable development and
interdisciplinary research to gain broad awareness and effective solutions to global, national,
organizational and individual problems. The present study seeks to extract the main elements
of soft technology adoption in the press industry in order to provide a reliable platform for the
establishment of soft technology. This research is applied-fundamental in terms of purpose
and was conducted with a combined approach. In the qualitative part, it has used the method
of content analysis and in the quantitative part, it has used the structural-interpretive method.
The research community was from the qualitative section of press organizational and
academic experts and the quantitative section of Iranian Press Institute managers and senior
experts. In the first step of the research, through interviewing 11 experts and activists in the
field of media and technology and achieving theoretical saturation and analysis and review of
the interview by content analysis, 105 basic themes and 32 organizing themes and finally 9
comprehensive themes were identified. In the second step of the research, by using structural-
interpretive modeling (ISM) technique and after completing the structural-interpretive model
(ISM) questionnaire by 11 managers and experts present in Iran Press Institute and analyzing
the questionnaires in MATLAB software, the position, importance level, effectiveness
(influence) and impressionability (dependence) of the extracted elements were presented at
five levels. In the first level, the motivation and positive attitude of human resources; in the
second level, the evolution of the management system; in the third level, the dynamics of the
organizational structure, human resource empowerment and the expansion of internal and
external communication network, the centrality of the organization's strategy; and finally in
the fifth level , the applied nature of soft technology adoption have been identified.

Keywords: Soft Technology, Structural-Interpretive Modeling (ISM), Knowledge
System, Press Industry
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Abstract

People’s participation in government is changing and evolving with the progress of
societies. It has different patterns. The one that is now very common is the
representation model. This pattern has undergone extensive changes, with the
emergence of a phenomenon called CrowdLaw. The pattern of CrowdLaw is based
on the presence of people in consultation and decision-making process. CrowdLaw
needs some infrastructures like “transparency” and its spreading owes to employing
open innovation and crowdsourcing. CrowdLaw is taking shape on the Internet. It
can be delegated to the people. Through CrowdLaw, one has to find the problems
and draft a law and amend it. In other words, people have the authority to initiate the
law. For estimating how the crowdlaw has created improvement in rulemaking, one
should know the nature of representation and establish a comparison. Therefore, the
purpose of this research is the comparison between representation and CrowdLaw to
use its principles to design a native pattern of CrowdLaw in the future. To this end,
this study, with a combination of “case study” and “interpretive” methods, seeks to
clarify the horizon of CrowdLaw and how it is involved in the legislative process.
Finally, through an understanding of the CrowdLaw it can be adjusted to local
situations. To have such an understanding, one must benefit from Islamic teachings
such as shura and social responsibility. Also, gaining the gameplay capabilities of
these platforms is a great help in localizing the use of it in legislation.
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Abstract

The stories of the Holy Qur'an provide many social lessons to which
the commentators have paid not enough attention when interpreting
Verses.

Prophets are the leaders of their societies, so the way they invite
people, their confrontation with their opponents, etc. are a model
example for the leaders and people of a religious community. This
article next to explaining the holy verses from the perspective of
commentators, expresses the social lessons of Noah’s case in verses
59-64 of Surah al-A'raf. Noah's response to the enemy's media warfare
and the accusations leveled against him by al-Malla’ (the council of
elites), prove great compassion and enlightenment to prevent the
misguidance of the people who become pessimistic about the religious
community under the influence of the enemy's slander. This is one of
the lessons mentioned in this research; lessons that a religious
community like the Islamic Republic of Iran can benefit from. The
research method was descriptive-analytical and the data collection was
library-based from both written and electronic sources.
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